
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

 
Members Enjoy our Summer Club Outings 

 
          Visit to the Isle of May 
The club’s first Summer outing of 2009 was to the Isle of 
May, a seabird colony off the east coast of the picturesque 
village of Anstruther.  On arrival at Anstruther cr oissants 
and cappuccinos were enjoyed before boarding the May 
Princess for a choppy crossing.  We were welcomed by 
basking seals on the rocks. 

After a safety 
information 
talk from one 
of the island’s 
wardens we 
were allowed 
to explore at 
our leisure 
for a couple 
of hours.  
After a quick 

stop for a picnic lunch we set off to explore the range of 
bird colonies, tripods in hand, to risk our lives on the cliff 
tops.  The weather was mainly overcast with strong winds 
making 
photography 
a challenge. 
 
Puffins, 
Shags, 
Oyster 
Catchers, 
Razorbills 
and 
Guillemots 
were 
plentiful. A final group photo and it was time to head back 
to Anstruther for fish and chips in the award winning 

Anstruther 
Fish Bar. 
What a great 
day out!  We 
had fun, lots 
of photos and 
great 
memories. 
 
Gill and 
Sheena. 

 

 Rothesay and Mount Stuart House 

 
After Iain Quinn’s talk last session a club outing was 
arranged for early August to sail on the “Waverley” to 
Rothesay and visit Mount Stuart House.  Anticipation 
grew at the sight of the last sea going paddle steamer in the 
world majestically approaching Greenock. 
Fortunately the weather was kind to us affording 
wonderful views of the Clyde estuary.  A good selection of 
food was available from the café and Jim and Sandra 
made good use of the menus! (others were also spotted in 
the restaurant – editor). 

Due to the 
lack of public 
transport we 
arranged 
taxis to and 
from Mount 
Stuart House. 
The grounds 
and gardens 
were 
extensive and 

the house itself was very 
impressive. 
Great weather, good fun, 
lively company and 
photos made this a really 
good outing but who got 
lost? No names to protect 
the innocent (or daft).                                        
Andy, Nick and Sandra. 
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Sheena on the lookout 

Gill on the edge 

Isle of May adventurers 

Catch that butterfly ! 

Before boarding at Greenock 



 

            Promoting our club 
Every year the club ensures it is to the forefront of 
community life by taking part in community events and 
mounting displays in various locations.  This year, 
following on from our successful print exhibition in 
Eastwood Park Theatre, we held our annual print displays 
in Barrhead, Clarkston, Giffnock and Mearns Librari es. 
Members of the public were again impressed by our work. 
 

        
              The print display in Clarkston Library 
 
Participation in the annual Mearns Community Week 
gave us a very busy day on Saturday 29th August with the 
launch in The Avenue Shopping Centre and a display also 
at Mearns Horticultural Flower Show.  We also judged the 
Flower Show’s own photo competition. 
  

         
         Jim and Alex on duty at Mearns Flower Show 

         
  Sandra (above) and Ken (below) on duty at The Avenue 

         
 
 
 

 
David Cation also got his ‘Glen Coe 
Stormy’ photo included in The 
Avenue publicity banner (see left). 
 
Andy and Peter gave a digital 
presentation to Westacres Care Home 
next to our meeting place, in August, 
and the same presentation formed 
part of our opening evening on 2nd 
September.  Members and prospective 
members also had the opportunity to 
view some of our prints from last 
year’s competitions. 
 
On Saturday 5th September we had 
another display at Busby and 
Clarkston Flower Show and judged 

their own competition. 
 
This month, from 1st until 22nd, we are providing East 
Renfrewshire Council with some prints to be included in a 
display on the theme of ‘Happiness’ as part of Scottish 
Mental Health Art Festival.  These will be returned to 
their authors at the end of the month.  
 
Your editor has also provided 
the Mearns Community Week 
Committee with a CD of his 
own photos of some of the 
activities held during that week. 
The photo of him (right) was 
captured by Bernard Shieff at 
one of the Flower Shows. 
 
All these activities are very worthwhile in raising the 
profile of the club in the area and have contributed to us 
welcoming a good number of new members, particularly 
over the past two or three years. Last year’s membership 
was the highest for many years and we already have more 
members signed up this year – fifty three in total. 
 
A VERY BIG THANK YOU TO ALL MEMBERS, BOTH 
COMMITTEE AND ORDINARY MEMBERS, WHO 
HAVE HELPED IN ANY WAY OVER THIS BUSY 
PERIOD 
 

Club Outing to Finlaystone Estate 
The next suggested club outing is to Finlayston Country 
Estate, near Langbank.  Autumn is a good season as the 
colour should provide good photographs.  There are 140 
acres of woodland and 10 acres of gardens and entry is 
normally £3.50 for adults and £2.50 for seniors. Satnav : 
PA14 6TJ. 
Their website is www.finlaystone.co.uk if you wish more 
information.  Please speak to me if you fancy an outing to 
Finlaystone.  
                           Andy. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Please Keep Off The Grass 
Unfortunately we have had a complaint from a local 
resident about members parking on the grass verges 
outside the hall on club nights and he/she has taken 
this up with the Council.  We ask that all car owners 
park their cars on the hall side of Westacres Road only 
and avoid going up onto the grass verges.  

Thank you. 
 



People in the News - 
                      Munro Bagger Chris 

 
Over the past 38 years 
Chris Everett has 
combined his hobbies of 
climbing and photography 
by completing the ascents 
of all 284 Scottish Munros 
– mountains over three 
thousand feet.  The last 
two peaks on An Teallach, 
near Ullapool, were 
reached on a very windy 

and rainy day in May this year.  
A wonderful achievement and 
well done Chris. 
Chris says “my first Munro 
was Ben Lomond which I 
climbed in 1971 and I enjoyed 
it so much I have been back to 
its summit over thirty times 
since.  At that time information  
on the Scottish mountains was 
still thin on the ground.  Only 
106 people  had  climbed                February 1972 on 
all of the Munros however                 Ben Vorlich  

I was in no 
particular hurry to 
add myself to the 
list”. 
“As my interest in  
hillwalking 
blossomed I 
started keeping a 
record and had 
reached 100 by                                  

Buachaille Etive Mhor 1992       1986, 200 in 1991 and 
by 1999 had reached 275”.  Nine to go and for one 
reason or another these took another ten years to 
complete. 
            - the photographic angle - 
Chris says he has always taken a camera with him 
on his trips to the hills.  He began with a Leica M 2 
then a Rollei 35 which was then replaced by a digit al 
Canon G5 in 2005.  The reliable, rugged and simple 
to use Rollei was ideally suited for the hills and 
could be kept in a jacket pocket for instant use. 
“Film was always 
slide – 
Kodachrome 25” - 
Chris says “ with 
an ISO of 25 
photos were only 
taken under bright 
conditions and 
always hand held 
with the best shots     May 1987 on the Skye Cuillin 
in unsettled weather and often into the sun”. 
Digital is so much easier with the ability to see t he 
results of your photos almost immediately but Chris  
is still looking for a camera to match the Rollei –  
perhaps the new Olympus or Panasonic compacts 
might fit the bill.  “I’d better start saving” Chri s 
concludes.  
                     Jim.  
 

 

Lowdown on our Competitions  
 
For those new members still confused about our 
competition programme here is a brief summary (if I  
have got anything wrong then I am still confused 
myself after six years in the club !). 
 
The club has a number of internal competitions. See  
syllabus for dates, also hand - in dates for each o ne.  
Images or prints should be given to Peter by the 
hand-in date correctly named and sized as per the 
competition rules sheet.  If you haven’t got a rule s 
sheet please see Mel. 
 
Entering competitions gives you a chance to get 
constructive comments on your images, be they 
prints or digital.  Usually all the novice images a re 
shown before the tea-break and the advanced after 
the break.  “Good” judges will always be more 
helpful and constructive towards the novice section  
images but don’t be put off if your images do not d o 
well in the first competition you enter. A lot of h ints 
and tips can be gained from both judges and 
speakers so it may be helpful to take a few notes o n 
what is said about your own images, and indeed any 
other images – or what a particular speaker has to 
say about the images he 
or she is showing. 
 
This is a fairly typical 
image from the novice 
section- “Land Ahoy” by 
Dennis Pogson - which 
did quite well last year. 
 
The club is also affiliated 
to the Glasgow and 
District Photographic 
Union (GDPU) and the 
Scottish Photographic 
Federation (SPF) and we 
like to enter as many of their competitions and 
exhibitions as possible. Sometimes digital images o r 
prints are selected for entry, other times members 
are requested for images or prints to be submitted.  
 
**For all club members, novice and advanced , the 
first external competition is the SPF Club Print 
Championship to be held in Airdrie on Sunday 15 th 
November.  Both colour and monochrome prints are 
requested for this and should be mounted, titled an d 
given to Peter by 21 st October. We were very short 
on monochrome prints last year so please make a 
big effort for this section.  Prints from last year ’s 
Monochrome Competition or prints you may be 
considering for this year will be acceptable.  A 
minimum club entry of 10 colour and 10 mono is 
needed for the club to be placed so I would suggest  
we aim for a minimum  30 colour and 20 mono, more 
if possible. You are also encouraged to go along to  
Airdrie on the day – it is very enjoyable and 
worthwhile to see what other clubs are producing. 
 
Remember our hobby is supposed to be enjoyable 
so don’t get too hung up about the competitions – 
just have a go and see what happens, you may be 
pleasantly surprised.                                         Jim.  

 



Our first few weeks  
After our opening night September’s programme 
was designed to increase knowledge and skills both 
in the taking of photos and improving the images vi a 
manipulation programmes such as Photoshop.  
Each evening was designed differently using a 
variety of methods such as digital image 
presentations, short tutorials, discussion, practic al 
workshops, in depth Photoshop manipulation and 
an informal digital competition with committee 
members acting as judges. 

 
Firstly, many thanks to all who have contributed to  
these evenings.  Secondly your committee hope you 
have all gained something from them.  To be fair we  
have had both positive and negative feedback from 
members but with a wide range of photographic 
skills and ability amongst us it is difficult to ge t the 
balance right.  As they say “you can’t please 
everyone all the time”.  
 

 
Jim McCann’s Mounting Workshop 

 
On 9th September topics included how to improve 
backgrounds on Photoshop; straightening horizons, 
sharpness and saturation again using Photoshop; 
depth of field, landscape shots, using a tripod and  
aperture all at the image taking stage; composition  
including the rule of thirds and positioning of the  
main subject; cropping, cloning and perpective 
through the use of Photoshop;  the use of ‘copy and  
paste’ to insert other items into the image; and 
manipulating portraits using Photoshop. 
 

 
Andy with video presentation 

 
The following week was more workshop based when 
topics included close-up work, a demonstration of 
how to use the club’s Huey calibration software, an d 
mount cutting/print mounting.  There was also a 
Power Point presentation on panning when taking 
sports shots.  Good interaction with the audiences 
on both evenings was very evident showing a 
positive reaction to what was on offer.  
                                  

On 23rd September we welcomed Libby Smith, 
EFIAP, Hon. Vice President of the SPF and a member 
of Carluke Camera Club.  A bit of a wizard on 
Photoshop she took us through various 
manipulations to improve images.  This was a very 
technical presentation greatly enjoyed by most but 
over the heads of some.  Libby also showed us 
some of her medal winning prints. 
 

 
Peter with Huey demonstration 

 
Finally, on the 30th, a panel of some of the club’s  
more experienced photographers acted as judges 
for an informal digital competition, members having  
been invited to provide two images.  Good 
constructive criticism coupled with knowledgeable 
comments made this an excellent informal evening. 
 
Many thanks to Alex, Jim McCann, Nick and Peter 
for their contributions and photos for this article . 
 

 
Some Hints When Taking Photos  
 
The best time to take landscapes is early morning o r 

early evening when the sun is low. 
 

Make sure there is a point of interest in the image . 
 

Move round your subject to get the best or most 
unusual angle. 

 
Try to have a lead into the picture. 

 
Avoid barriers such as a wall or fence in the 

foreground. 
 

Avoid people, animals, roads, rivers, etc., running  
out of the picture. 

 
If the sky is bland include little or none of it. 

 
If a large depth of field is needed (eg in landscap es) 
use a tripod or another way of keeping the camera 

steady because of the low shutter speed. 
 

Check the edges of your composition for any 
distractions or very bright areas. 

 
And Finally …..   Jim Renny, a guest speaker a few 
years ago, said “the act of taking the photograph i s 

the most important aspect, not the work on the 
computer”. I am sure most of us would all agree and  

I hope the above hints will be helpful. 
See you next issue - Jim McCreery (Editor). 

 
 


